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and Channel ports.   Then, after due notice, every neutral and every Frenchman leaving a French port or consigned to one that appeared on the scene would be liable to be captured and sent in for judgment for attempted breach of blockade. The same liability, moreover, by the law of ultimate destination, would attach to such ships in transitu in any part of the world.    In the case of Russia or Germany a similar situation could be set up still more easily, assuming we had once obtained a working command of the sea.    On the other hand, it would be practically impossible for all these three Powers combined to set up such a situation against us; unless, indeed, in the unimaginable   eventuality   of   their   being   relatively strong enough to maintain a blockading chain from Finisterre through the Faroes to the coast of Norway.   It is a pure question of geography.    If, then, the doctrine of permitting blockade in its sole possible form and refusing general capture were  adopted,  we  could   always  paralyze  the ocean-borne commerce of any of the great military Powers,  while they,  being unable  to  blockade effectively, and not being allowed to make prizes on the high seas, could not possibly touch ours. It is not to be believed that your well-meaning